
The “I was born a girl’ art exhibition presents art and poetry about

women's and girl's rights across the world by Finnish artist, Minna

Pietarinen. Together with Peppi Stünkel who is a renowned creative

coach, the two co-founded “I was born a girl” to evoke discussion and

action related to gender equality and human rights, as well as to pay

tribute to world-changing women from diverse cultures.  The exhibition

first opened for Women’s Day 2023 in Mexico City, then made its

European debut at the Nordic Business Forum 2023, after which it

opened to the public in Finland. It has since been requested by over 30

countries and has started its plans to tour Africa, starting with hosting

this event with DIRCO in Pretoria, South Africa in celebration of

International Women’s Day 2024. It is a great merit that our Patron

now has a portrait in their collection. 

Congratulations to our Patron, Mrs Zanele Mbeki, for being honoured at the “I was born a girl’ Art Exhibition by Sinako Interaction Art,

organised by the Department of International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO) in collaboration with the Embassy of Finland. During the

event, a portrait of Mrs Mbeki was unveiled in her honour, a testament to her tireless pursuit of women’s empowerment and development. 

Looking at history, we know that Mrs Mbeki’s contribution towards promoting the socio-economic development and advancement of women

began long before the establishment of our organisation in 1992. Her passion to serve the women of Africa and beyond was ignited as a young

professional when she started her career as a social worker. Mrs Mbeki has been a strong pillar in the women’s development agenda and made

a difference in the lives and livelihoods of many. By challenging discriminatory gender norms and inequalities, she continues to inspire change and

motivate women to realise their full potential. 

Click here to listen to Mrs Mbeki’s acceptance speechClick here to listen to DR Naledi Pandor’s opening speech

In the opening speech, Dr Naledi Pandor, Minister of International

Relations and Cooperation, cited some of Mrs Mbeki’s achievements,

including her contribution to the liberation struggle for South Africa,

her service as Patron of the International Women’s Forum: South

Africa; and the work of the African Women in Dialogue (AfWID)

platform, to name a few. “Her contributions are diverse and

significant” she said.

The exhibition highlighted the remarkable work of the WDB, one of

the many reasons for honouring Mrs Mbeki. To quote one of the

write-ups: “Through the establishment of the WDB Microfinance

Programme, Zanele Mbeki breathed life into her vision of financial

inclusion and empowerment of women across South Africa, offering

them the tools to build a future of their own making.” 
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As the WDB family, we are inspired by this recognition and take it as motivation for the journey we still need to travel as we continue to work

towards our mission- Empowerment of Women through financial and non-financial services promoting productive and sustainable households

towards self-reliant communities. Truly, we are led.

-Details will soon be shared for a celebratory event at the WDB headquaters-

https://soundcloud.com/ubunturadioza/ms-zanele-mbekis-acceptance-speech-during-an-exhibition-in-honour-of-int-womens-day?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/ubunturadioza/remarks-by-minister-pandor-at-the-opening-of-an-art-exhibition-in-celebration-on-int-womens-day?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing


Could it be so

That I wouldn’t need to ask permission for my success

 

Could it be so

That the decisions of my life would be my own

 

A woman

Independent

The queen of my own life

 

Could it be so

That I could own my own palace

Decorate my hut myself

 

Could it be so

That my life could look like it was mine

Feel like mine

 

Could it be so

That I would have equal human rights to financial success

Success, also known to be shaped like freedom

 

It could be so

It is your permission

It is your right

 

Because you were born a girl

You magnificent woman

Queen of your life

 

Wear your crown proudly

Let your jewels shine

In competition with your golden heart

 

Then you will light the diamonds in the eyes of all girls and

women, like a mirror

 

In the eyes of all people

 

Those diamonds

Those eternal jewels

Those of immeasurably valuable

It could be so

EVERY PAINTING BY MINNA PIETARINEN IS ACCOMPANIED BY A POETIC PIECE OF HER

OWN COMPOSITION



SHOWCASING THE PORTRAITS OF OTHER CHANGE-MAKERS FEATURED IN THE ‘I  WAS BORN

A GIRL’ ART COLLECTION


